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however great may be the objection in theory to the
duty on salt, even an addition to this duty would be
really a mercy to the people, and would be accepted
as such if it saved them from the evils of direct
taxation/

It is seldom, however, that language so temperate
is employed.    Even well-poised minds, like that of
the late Sir Henry Durand, lose their habitual air of
deliberation when denouncing an impost which they
regard in India as a vast instrument for extortion and
oppression.    This eminent administrator declared, as
the result of his mature experience, that the amount
raised is quite incommensurate with the popular dis-
content and ill-will which it produces.    ( Direct taxa-
tion/ he said in 1868, 'is so odious that it proved
formerly a signal failure.    It was utterly hateful and
offensive to the people, and did more to demoralize
them than all the Government attempts at education,
or missionary attempts at the introduction of Christi-
anity, could counteract in a century/    'As official
salaries are the only class reached within any degree
of certainty or precision, the scheme resolves itself
into a very simple process of adding to the burdens
of the official classes in a degree very measurable;
and also of adding in a degree not measurable to the
discontent and the unblushing evasions' of the natives
in general, who bitterly resent any 'approach to in-
quisitorial valuations of income/   Sir Henry Durand
sums up his verdict on it, as a measure most admir-
ably adapted to secure a maximum of irritation with
a minimum of profit